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Fire From Heaven

Pentecost: What memories it brings back to me!

by Francis MacNutt

I remember when
I celebrated Mass
one Pentecost Sun-
day in a little town
in Wisconsin. Read-
ing that marvelous
account in the book
of Acts of how the
Holy Spirit descended upon the
apostles, I wondered how I could
preach about that scene of 2000 years
ago — the story of a mighty rushing
wind, tongues of fire, preachers speak-
ing in foreign languages (and yet ev-
eryone could understand), so wildly
enthusiastic that they seemed drunk,
so persuasive that 3000 were con-
verted in that one day! How do you
translate such a scene into some prac-
tical action for quiet, reserved Mid-
western German Ancestry farmers? |
didn’t know how to do that, so | talked
about what happened thousands of
years ago. Yet, | knew there needed
to be more than that.
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Then, in 1966, | met someone who
prayed for healing and told me about
what Pentecost meant for her today
in an experience she called “The Bap-
tism with the Holy Spirit.” So, appre-
hensive yet filled with excitement, I
attended a Camp Farthest Out (CFO)
in Maryville, Tennessee with about
700 other people in August of 1967.
What impressed me most at that camp
was that hundreds of ordinary Chris-
tians were talking in a very normal way
about their experiences with Jesus, as
if there were nothing unusual at all
about what they were experiencing.
They described healings, visions and
intimate relationships with Jesus not
as extraordinary charisms, but as or-
dinary, normal aspects of Christian life.

How well | remember the three
speakers at that life-changing camp!
Tommy Tyson, Agnes Sanford and
Derek Prince all became friends and
my mentors in the heal-

ing ministry. (Else-
where in this issue of

The Healing Line you

will read Tommy’s
profound, yet sim-
ple, definition of

“The Baptism with the Holy Spirit.”)

At that camp | was determined to
receive whatever this baptism was,
because | could see the actual, practi-
cal difference it made in the lives of
so many people. In the words of my
friend Fr. George DePrizio (who wrote
a little book by this title), “My God, I
Need Something!”

As | later heard a theologian say to
a group of priests: “Regardless of how
you figure it out theologically, the
question to ask yourself is: Has what
happened to the disciples at Pente-
cost happened to you? Are you on
fire to share the Gospel? Have you
experienced any of the gifts of the
Spirit in your own life, such as inspired
preaching, healing, tongues or proph-
ecy? We can’t just say, ‘I'm already a
Christian,” or even, ‘I'm ordained.’

“Were the apostles believers? Yes,
they had walked with Jesus for three
years and had seen him after the Res-
urrection. Thomas had even put his

(Continued on page 7)
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School of Healing
Prayer Level Il

Monday, September 15 through
Friday, September 19, 1997

has sent me to proclaim freedom
for the prisoners and recovery of
sight for the blind, to release the
oppressed, to proclaim the year of
the Lord’s favor.” This is the scrip-
tural summation of what we at
Christian Healing Ministries do
through The School of Healing
Prayer series.
On a somewhat deeper level,
The Level Il School of Heal-
ing Prayer
classes fo-
cused on the

CHM is pleased to present The
School of Healing Prayer Level Il
prayer ministry training course to be
held Monday Sept. 15 through Fri-
day, Sept. 19, 1997. This course is
designed to address the more diffi-
cult and complex, but not uncom-
mon, problems a prayer minister
may encounter in the healing minis-
try. We will cover areas such as
emotional and sexual abuse, addic-
tions, sexuality, deliverance and
inner healing. The pro-
gram is designed to

allow ample time healing of
for prayer, practice relation-
and discussion. s hips

through
more de-
fined areas
such  as
healing of
marriage, heal-
ing wounds of di-
vorce and healing of
abortion and miscarriage.
As with Levels I and I, we
are professionally videotaping
Level lll. The course will be held
at an outside location, which will
be announced in the near future.
The Level Il series will not be re-
peated, except through the video
tapes sold through the CHM book-
store. A number of people already
have registered for this class, so
please sign up early!

The registration fee is $275.00.
Special discounts are offered for
married couples, clergy and spouses
of clergy. Please note that Friday is
an optional day of ministry.

To register or receive more in-
formation about the course and/
or accommodations, please call
Betty Heindel at (904) 765-3332,
or leave your name, address,
phone number and a very brief
message on her voice mail at
(904) 765-7566.

Because of
overwhelming
requests from
the previous
students of &
Levels I and II,
we are offering
Friday, Sept. 19
as an optional day of
prayer ministry. This is a time to
practice healing prayer with a trained
CHM prayer minister and/or to re-
ceive personal prayer ministry.

In order to attend Level Ill, it is re-
quired to either listen to the tapes
and/or attend The School of Healing
Prayer Levels | and I, and to read
Francis MacNutt’s books Healing and
Deliverance From Evil Spirits.

In the Level | prayer training
course we presented a foundational,
balanced and practical approach to
beginning a prayer ministry. This se-
ries emphasized the healing minis-
try of Christ and the commission that
we, as disciples of Christ, are called
to fulfill. According to Luke 4:18-
19, Jesus went into the synagogue
on the Sabbath and stood up to read
a scroll from the prophet Isaiah:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor. He

We need
to hear
from
YOU.......

Frequently, we at CHM are con-
tacted by people from all parts of
the U.S. and around the world who
are in need of prayer for healing.
A number of these people travel
to the Christian Healing Ministry
center in Jacksonville for this pur-
pose. However, the large major-
ity are unable to come here.

We know that many churches
conduct regular services for heal-
ing and/or sponsor prayer groups
which offer prayer for healing. We
are working to establish a database
so that we can refer people to a
local ministry. If your church or a
church or other ministry in your
community offers healing prayer
and invites non-members to par-
ticipate, please contact us.

In our database, we want to in-
clude churches or other organiza-
tions that regularly conduct heal-
ing services or have regularly
scheduled prayer for healing. The
consistency of schedule is impor-
tant, because we want to keep on
record the weekly or monthly
regularity of these services or
prayer times. It is important, too,
that the organizations holding the
prayer for healing welcome out-
side individuals.

With the creation of this data-
base, it is our hope that we will be
able to refer some people to a
place in their hometown or gen-
eral vicinity where they can go for
immediate prayer. Please call Janis
Lewis at (904) 765-3332 or direct
your letters to her attention at
Christian Healing Ministries, P.O.
Box 9520, Jacksonville, Florida
32208. Please provide us with the
name of the institution, a contact
person, phone number and ad-
dress, and a schedule of healing
services or prayer for healing. We
look forward to hearing from you.
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Comlng to CHM for Prayer

by David Busse,
Executive Director

People often call
or write to us in-
quiring  about
coming to the
CHM center in | 4
Jacksonville to re-
ceive prayer for
healing. Often,
they come from far
away for prayer, and we have found
the need to provide a somewhat ex-
tended program for them in which
they receive several days of teaching
and intensive prayer ministry during
their stay in Jacksonville.

Before discussing the details of ar-
ranging such a visit, however, we
must emphasize that we believe it is
our Lord’s desire for healing prayer
to be offered wherever Christians
gather in community. Furthermore,
we believe that in addition to offer-
ing prayer for healing, God'’s call to
ministry at CHM is specifically to teach
and encourage other people to pray
for healing. We maintain a list of
churches and prayer ministries where
prayer for healing is regularly offered,
as well as a list of Christian counse-
lors and therapists. We frequently en-
courage those who call to contact their
local ministry.

In addition to encouraging other
sources of prayer ministry, we recog-
nize that God has blessed CHM with
a group of gifted and dedicated vol-
unteer ministers who pray with people
for healing of physical, emotional and/
or spiritual needs. In order to meet
the needs of people wishing to visit
CHM for prayer, we have set aside
Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday
of a specific week
each month for a
period of inten-
sive prayer minis-
try. The format in-
cludes teachings
on the purposes
and procedures of
prayer for healing,
along with per-
sonal prayer min-
istry. There are six

Y

teachings, one each morning and af-
ternoon, followed by prayer time. The
Lord has taught us that understand-
ing the Biblical basis of prayer and why
specific prayers are used at certain
times is essential to the overall effec-
tiveness of prayer ministry.

Persons wishing to come to CHM
for prayer are asked to provide back-
ground information in the form of
questionnaires. As the questionnaires

are received, we pray over them for
discernment as to how to best minis-
ter to that individual. When the Lord
grants such discernment, we proceed
with arrangements for the visit.

We trust that the procedures we
have established for prayer ministry
at CHM are the most beneficial to the
largest possible number of persons,
and that they will help our ministry to
be more effective.

Renew Your Subscription to

The Healing Line

Each year, we at CHM try to update
our newsletter mailing list. It’s that
time again!

Our system automatically removes
your name from the mailing list un-
less you have ordered from the book-
store or sent a ministry contribution
within the last two years, or unless you
tell us you would like to remain on
the list. If you wish to continue re-
ceiving The Healing Line, we ask that
you send in the form below, along
with a $15.00 contribution, if possible,
to help cover the costs of production
and mailing. Your response will en-

sure that you continue to receive the
newsletter.

If you are unable to send a contribu-
tion and wish to continue receiving The
Healing Line, please indicate that on
the form, and we will keep you on our
mailing list through our scholarship
program. If you do not wish to con-
tinue receiving the newsletter, it would
be so helpful if you would indicate that
on the form and mail it to us.

Thank you for your quick response
and, especially, for your support of this
ministry.

God bless youl!

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

CHM financially at this time.

_ Please take me off your mailing list.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
: Phone: (home)
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Please return this form in the CHM envelope inserted in the newsletter.

Please keep me on your mailing list!
I have enclosed at least $15.00, for my minimum contribution this year.

Please keep me on your mailing list, though I am unable to support

(work)




The Healing Line 4

What's Happening at CHM

Date Event

6/29/97 - Annual Fishnet Conference

7/3/97

7/17/97 - Episcopal Church National Convention
7/24/97

8/7/97 - San Diego Healing Conference
8/9/97

9/5/97 - Good Shepherd UMC Annual
9/7/97 Ladies' Retreat

9/12/97 - St. Luke's Retreat

9/13/97

9/15/97 - School of Healing Prayer - Level IlI
9/19/97

10/10/97 - Fishnet Conference for

10/12/97 Christian Healing Ministry
10/18/97 - Revival: Preaching and Healing
10/19/97

11/5/97 Dinner and Lecture

11/13/97 - Annual Therapists Conference
11/15/97 Healing of Sexual Additions

Location
Rutland, VT

Philadelphia, PA

Point Lomo College
San Diego, CA

United Methodist Life Center
Leesburg, FL

Marywood Retreat Center
Switzerland, FL

CHM Campus
Jacksonville, FL

Tara-Stamford Hotel
Stamford, CT

Daybreak Pavilion
Palm Valley, FL

The River Club
Jacksonville, FL

Holiday Inn Airport
Jacksonville, FL

Speaker(s)
The MacNutts
Rev. Joe Girzone

Information Booth
Only

The MacNutts

Norma Dearing

Norma Dearing

The MacNutts

CHM Staff

The MacNutts
Rev. Don Williams

Bishop Frank Cerveny
The MacNutts

Dr. Dale A. Matthews, M.D.

Dr. Patrick Carnes
The MacNutts

Contact & Phone
Rena Larson
(802) 773-7210

Ann Bauwens
(904) 765-3332

Karen Knab
3516 Tony Dr.
San Diego, CA 92122

Sandy Stegall
(561) 965-4311

Vickie Battleman
743-5070

Betty Heindel
(904) 765-3332

Rena Larson
(802) 773-7210

Patty Lurz

Christ Episcopal Church
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL
(904) 285-6127

Grace Sarber
(904) 765-3332

Betty Heindel
(904) 765-3332

Weekly Events at Christian Healing Ministries ¢ 438 W. 67th Street * Jacksonville, Florida 32208
Tuesdays - Individual Prayer Ministry with prayer teams in Dearing Hall, 6-8 pm

City, State, Zip

Shipping: 10% of subtotal

e or Min. $2.00, max. $10.00:

Second Tuesday of every month - Generational Eucharist, 6 pm

r————_—_———_— e ——————
I Bookstore Order Form

I o Item# Title Quan Price
| Name/Organization ID#

I

I

| Address

I

I

I Subtotal

I

I

I

Florida Residents only, add Sales Tax:
Jacksonville Residents add 6.5% Sales Tax:

| Payment may be check, money order, or MasterCard/Visa (all non-U.S.
Other Florida locations add 6% Sales Tax:

orders should be MasterCard/Visa only) payable to:
I Christian Healing Ministries

I Bookstore total:

I Visa or MasterCard #
| Donation:
Exp. Date
. Grand Total:
I Signed

Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery




5 The Healing Line

From The Bookstore

Overcome by the Spirit by Francis
MacNutt

In this book, Francis takes a look at
the extraordinary phenomenon hap-
pening to ordinary people. Resting
in the Spirit continues today and
graces believers with healing and
wholeness. What really happens to
people who rest or are “slain” in the
Holy Spirit? Does it help?
#B231  Softcover 188 pages
$9.99

Nine. O’Clock in the Morning by
Dennis J. Bennett e
Dennis Bennett was an Episcopal [ 4
priest and a skeptic of the Baptism of
the Holy Spirit for a long time. This
book is his personal testimony of how
the Holy Spirit opened his heart and A
made him a pioneer in bringing this re- § =
newal into mainline churches.
#116 Softcover 209 pages

$7.95

The Holy Spirit and You by Dennis
and Rita Bennett

A sound teaching on baptism with
the Holy Spirit, this book covers Scrip-
tural basis and historical precedents,
what this baptism and the gifts of the
Spirit are all about, how one goes

HEW EOMON—pevy
AND mOEXED

& Rifa Bennet+

pu

about receiving them, and what HOLYT;EPIR"-
D

comes afterward. Written in a clear
and relaxed style, it has been re-
garded by many as the best single
book on the subject in print.
#117 Softcover 232 pages

You

A STUDY-GUIDE 10 ThE e g 15

$7.95

How to Pray for the Release of the

NS
MORNING

Holy Spirit by Dennis Bennett
This practical, comprehensive
manual answers the questions that are
most often asked about baptism with
the Holy Spirit and explains how to
prepare and guide others to pray for
this release. Dennis Bennett illus-
trates how to be more effective in
this ministry by first preparing your-
self, and then following time-tested,
orderly guidelines for leading oth-
ers into the exciting, full life of the
Holy Spirit.
#105 Softcover

What the Baptism or
and T the Holy Spir 1
OW to Pray for 1y

\%’\

Dennis Bennett

T
5 vck i the ior,
Cosstherof The Holy Spi g yort

119 pages  $6.95

They Speak With Other Tongues by
John L. Sherrill

As a Guideposts magazine reporter,
John Sherrill had been assigned to in-
vestigate a strange Biblical event that |
was cropping up all across the coun- |
try: “Speaking With Tongues.” A skep-
tic as he began his investigation, John’s
search led him on an adventure that
was to have profound personal results.
#148 Softcover 168 pages $4.99

Receiving the Power by Zeb
Bradford Long and Douglas
McMurry ;
This book encourages Christians |
that we can do the work of Jesus Christ |
by relying on the Holy Spirit, while
closing the door to the counterfeit, the
demonic and the merely human. It en-
courages us to overcome our fear of |
involvement with the Holy Spirit and
allow it more freedom in our lives and
ministries.
#562 Softcover 251 pages $13.99

Fire from Heaven by Harvey Cox |
In this book, one of the most widely |
read theologians of our time explores |
the fastest-growing form of worship
on earth: the vibrant, primal spiritu-
ality of Pentecostalism. Harvey Cox,
professor of religion at Harvard Uni-
versity, documents this extraordinary
phenomenon — from its obscure be-
ginning 100 years ago in Los Ange-
les to its current following of 410 mil-
lion people worldwide — as he examines
what this explosion of spirituality means to all religions.
#563 Softcover 346 pages $15.00

I Believe in the Holy Spirit by
Michael Green

In this revised edition of his
popular book, Michael Green
traces the doctrine of the Holy
Spirit through the Old and New
Testaments and then addresses the
particular issues that engage so
much attention today—especially
the relation of the church to the
Spirit's work and the baptism, gifts
and fullness of the Spirit.
#B357 Softcover 304 pages
$14.99
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by Rev. Tommy Tyson*

What does it mean to be baptized
with the Holy Spirit? The first dis-
ciples were commanded by Jesus to
remain in Jerusalem until they re-
ceived baptism with the Holy Spirit.
Following the fulfillment of this prom-
ise on the day of Pentecost, the early
Christian disciples offered this same
privilege to all who would believe in
Jesus. [ would like to point out some
of the basic features related to the
common witness of Christians in de-
scribing the Spirit-filled relationship.

Personal Union
With Jesus Christ

The Holy Spirit, moving in sover-
eign power, brings a person into a
fixed inward awareness of the resur-
rected power, presence and person
of the Lord Jesus Christ. On and fol-
lowing the day of Pentecost, the first
century disciples gave evidence of
knowing the resurrected Lord in an
intimate and vital union. They were
conscious of His presence and power.
They knew Jesus, the Resurrected
Lord, in the power of holy affection.
They experienced the fulfillment of
His promise to them as recorded in
John 14:19-20.

Imbuement With Power

Jesus said, “But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you” (Acts 1:8). Dyna-
mite has the power to blow up
stumps. It does not have the power
to rock babies to sleep. The power
of the Holy Spirit is not vague and
undisciplined energy. The Holy Spirit
gives us the power — the ability —
to fulfill the purpose for which we
were made.

Power to Be Ourselves
In the security of Holy Love, there
is the power for the removal of masks
and the revealing of the true self. The
restoration to true selfhood is a gift of
God through the power of His Spirit.
This is the meaning of Christian
confession. Confession is agreeing
with God concerning the revelation

The Baptism Wit

He makes of you. The same writer
who said, “I am the chief of sinners”
is also the one who said, “I can do all
things through Christ who strength-
ens me.” This double confession is
evidence of the real work of the Holy
Spirit. In the power of the Spirit, we
stop pretending about and promot-
ing the self.

Power to Worship

To witness the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Christ is to see all human
history consummated in the light of
redemptive purposes. Itis to see our
needs in the light of God’s grace.
This insight within the human heart
brings power for real worship. The
glory of the presence of the resur-
rected Lord enables the Christian to
sing the wondrous song of the soul.

® THEY
WERE

/ ALL
“LLBD 9

VQTH THE
MOLY SPIRIT

Power to Witness

The words, “Enter to Worship, De-
part to Serve” often appear on church
bulletins. The New Testament genus
is that we enter to worship in order
to keep on worshipping as we move
the altar from the Upper Room to the
marketplace. Our work becomes our
worship, and our worship becomes
our work. The baptism of the Holy
Spirit enables the believer to stay
aware of the presence of the Lord in
such a way that all of life becomes an
act of worship.

Power to Be Like Jesus

One of the most valid witnesses to
the resurrection of Jesus is that there
is very little difference in the ministry
of Jesus before the crucifixion and the
lives of the disciples after the resur-
rection. You catch the same courage,
the same love, the same concern for
human involvement. You see the
same abandonment of self to the call
of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus said, “He that believeth on
me, the works that | do shall he do
also; and greater works than these
shall he do because | go unto my Fa-
ther” (John 14:12). The validity of
Christian experience is made mani-
fest in the ability to produce the
works of the glorified Lord. The gifts
and fruits of the Spirit in the life of
the believer are to glorify Jesus Christ
among His people.

Power to Integrate
Spirit and Body

Another factor related to the bap-
tism with the Holy Spirit is the rela-
tionship of the baptized person to
both the Christian and non-Christian
worlds. There is evidence of dissen-
sion among the Twelve as they lived
in union with Jesus before the cruci-
fixion. There is further evidence of
differences and problems in the life
of the Early Church as they were filled
with and led by the Holy Spirit.

Nowhere is the cross made more
evident as a way of life than in the
Christian’s ability to die to the body
of Christ in order to reconcile the ten-
sion between individual and corpo-
rate experience. This is the challenge
of the Spirit-filled walk.

This reconciliation means neither a
denial of personal convictions nor a
cheap imitation of the experiences of
other people. It means a realization
that people are more important than
ideas. Differences are to be used as
avenues of growth and not as oppor-
tunities to divide.

The baptized person accepts his
oneness with the body of Christ. This
oneness transcends geographical,
cultural, racial and political bound-
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The Holy Spirit

aries. The baptism with the Holy
Spirit is a relationship with Jesus
Christ that causes a deep desire to
see this same love made manifest
throughout the total body of Christ.

The Spirit-filled Christian is bap-
tized by one Spirit into the body of
Christ. His or her life becomes a de-
posit of grace and makes that person
know that his or her body is the
temple of the living God.

Every circumstance of the Spirit-
filled Christian becomes an occasion to
manifest the inward relationship with
the life of Jesus in thought, word and
deed. Even in the midst of apparent
defeat, we know that we are destined
to be a part of the answer to the prayer:
“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in Heaven.”

Have you received the Holy Spirit
since you believed?

*This article is comprised of ex-
cerpts from “The Baptism With the
Holy Spirit” printed in the Streams
of Life newsletter (Fall 1996) by
New Life, Inc./Rev. Tommy Tyson,
Aqueduct Conference Center,
Chapel Hill, N.C. Rev. Tyson is a
founding member of CHM’'s Na-
tional Advisory Board.

Fire From Heaven

(Continued from page 1)

fingers into Jesus’ wounds and exclaimed, ‘My Lord and
my God!" Had they been ordained? Well, yes,
the tradition is that they were ordained at the

When they finished praying for me, I burst out laugh-
ing (a foreshadowing of the “Toronto Bless-
ing?”) and continued laughing until it was time

Last Supper.

“But something was still missing. Jesus told
.| them they had to wait until the Spirit descended
upon them. Even though they were believers,
even though they knew Jesus, even though
they were ordained, they weren’t yet ready.
They had received the Spirit for them to have
faith, and yet the power of the Holy Spirit was

for the next session.

From that point on, my life changed in
many exciting ways, and | began praying for
countless other people who were seeking
more of God and the power of His Holy Spirit.
And they, in turn, found that Pentecost hap-
pens today much the same as it did 2000
years ago. Those questions | had so many

years ago in that little church in Wisconsin
% have been answered.
= And tomorrow (April 19, 1997), | step

Q‘ on the plane to give a conference at

]:’E( to Tommy Tyson'’s retreat center in Chapel
Pentecostal Baptist minister all prayed for a release

Hill, North Carolina — 30 years after it all

began for me. The Spirit continues to pour out
of the Holy Spirit’s power that | was baptized in it. Agnes His fire upon us! !
Sanford uttered a beautiful prophecy that God would use % (‘W(\

my life to bring healing back into the Catholic Church. l“‘ﬂ/‘

still missing.” .
As a Christian, the Holy Spirit already ex- f_
isted within me through baptism, confirma- (bi

tion and ordination. But it was not until
Agnes Sanford, Tommy Tyson, Jo Kimmel (the
one who first told me about all of this) and a

If you wish to learn more about your own personal Pentecost, | encourage you to read:
1. The last discourse in John’s Gospel (chapters 13-17), Acts 1 and 2, I Corinthians 12 and 13.

2. Nine O’clock in the Morning by Dennis Bennett. Dennis was an Episcopal priest and a pioneer in bringing this
renewal into the mainline churches. This book is his personal testimony.

3. The Holy Spirit and You by Dennis Bennett. This is Dennis’ description of the baptism of the Spirit and the
attendant charismatic gifts of the Spirit.

4. Receiving the Power by Brad Long and Douglas McMurry. They are Presbyterians who share the meaning of the
baptism of the Spirit for our time.

5. Fire from Heaven by Harvey Cox. Harvey teaches theology at Harvard, and this book is his exciting description
of how this Pentecostal phenomenon is sweeping the world.

All these books are available from our bookstore (see page 4).
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Keys for Prayer Ministers
Cutting Yourself Free from Unholy Unions

by Norma Dearing,
Director of Prayer
Ministry

My article in the
last issue of The
Healing Line cov-
ered the impor-
tance of cutting
yourself free from
the residue of oppression after minis-
try and staying spiritually, mentally
and physically healthy. In this issue, |
would like to discuss another impor-
tant aspect of cutting yourself free:
being free of previous sexual partners.
When we join with a person physically,
whether it is in fornication, adultery
or homosexuality, we also join that
person spiritually.

“Or do you not know that the one
who joins himself to a harlot is one
body with her? For He says, the two
will become one flesh.” 1 Cor. 6:16

If we think in terms of being “con-
nected” to all the people in the past
with whom we have had intimate re-

lations (many before knowing
Jesus), it is overwhelming to
contemplate. Many of
these connections were
very unhealthy, perhaps
even when we were under
the influence of drugs or alco-
hol. Many people have told me
they were so sexually active in
their college days or military lives
that they can’t even remember all
the people. In these cases, we
pray a general prayer trusting that
the Lord remembers and will cut
them free.

When two people join physi-
cally, spiritually and emotionally
outside of marriage, the two be-
come one flesh in unholy union.
Their spirits reach out and connect
with one another. The
connections that are made
bring spiritual confusion
and spiritual ties.

These ties will remain
until they are broken. |

firmly believe this is something that
should be done with every couple
during pre-marital counseling
before a marriage is performed.
A marriage entered where the
couple can be united in oneness
with each other and Jesus is one
with the best future. In cases of di-
vorce or death, this includes being cut
free from previous spouses before re-
marriage. When this seems unusu-
ally difficult for a person, it may be a
sign they are not yet ready to release
a prior relationship and to be totally
connected to another in marriage.
Other instances where a person

needs to be cut free from a sexual
partner in body, mind and spirit in-
clude when he or she is not a willing
participant in the sexual act, as in’
cases of rape, incest or sexual abuse.
Tremendous healing takes place when
we pray with clients in this area. There
probably is still a need for healing of
the memories, but this often opens
the door for inner healing.

Following is a very simple prayer you may want to pray for yourself or
with a prayer partner:

In the name of Jesus Christ and by the power of His cross and blood, we take the sword of the Spirit and
cut free from all previous sexual partners. We especially cut free from ; 5
, (first names or initials only).

We cut him/her free from these people physically, spiritually, emotionally and mentally. We not only cut
him/her free from these people, Lord, but also from anyone and everyone with whom those people have
ever had sexual relations.

We place the cross and the blood of Jesus between and each of these people. We pray for a
cleansing and purification of ’s mind, body and spirit; that he/she may walk in wholeness, purifica-
tion and redemption.

Fill with the power of Your Holy Spirit, that he/she may walk in Your abundant grace and mercy.

Fill him/her, Lord, with Your love, that it may permeate all dark and lonely places. Most of all, Lord, help
to know how much You love him/her and how special he/she is to You.

In Jesus' precious name, Amen.
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by Joy Lamb

Once again, I
want to thank and
praise God for those
who are ordering
Sword of the Spirit
in record numbers.
Many churches are
ordering these
books in large quantities, and entire
congregations are using the Scriptures
to pray for the healing of the nation and
the church as a whole. This is so en-
couraging. I still believe that prayer,
and orily prayer, is our number one tool
for bringing our beloved America back
into balance and “healing.”

It is so wonderful to watch how our

Lord has designated Christian Healing
Ministries to incorporate all facets of
healing, whether it be healing of the
body, of the mind, of the spirit, of rela-
tionships, of the nation, or of the body
of Christ as a whole. He is using this
ministry to His glory for healing in all
realms. We praise Him for that.

As | drove away from my grand-
daughter’s school this morning, [ was
touched by the laughter and freedom
of the students there. Since it is a pa-
rochial school, the question struck me:
Will we always be able to send our
children to Christ-centered schools?
Will our church doors always be open?
I know it sounds rather gloomy, but
one can’t help but see the demise of

Christian principles in our society, evi-
denced especially through our media.
These principles, challenged from ev-
ery angle, cause me to think we are
losing the battle. Then this calm voice
from within prods me: “Pray, pray,
pray! Tell them to humble themselves
and pray! [ will heal their bodies, I will
heal their grief, | will heal the land, but
you must pray!”

Many of us fast on Tuesday or
Wednesday for breakfast and lunch.
Think about joining us. It doesn’t sound
like much, but it’s the discipline that
brings us together, and there is power
in numbers.

Thank you for praying. It does make
a difference.

A while back, 1 wrote to

: When 1 TeC )
job. 4 would provide

had gotten
1 thank GO

for people
and on cloudy days-

From the Mailbox

CHM request-
nhusband would get &
eived your note S

4 everyday for
like you Who |

I
\
tating ‘\\&

e , an B
that GO Tt neant 80 much to ;e | a Tuesday evenind s prayed for on | /‘j
moved to tears God 10ves U8 and woul \ “Lord, help tro 8 AsI hearq, | /
in writing that kc;low that others Were || : Healvt?tebrae move back / |
nelp us, and 9 Later that very day ! \ d if th o o dons and b
praying for Us- T pand stating be | ‘;P © is any whiplagp, ||

got & call from My o0 that he Wan_te . \‘\ felt g, discomfort, ,f' !
the very ig blessing ' J

aend hope O |

wif?ﬁii,:::::::i::::::i::::::i:::ii::::::Q

our kjndnes
bPrayer jggt

s
Week|

I feel a loa:d of [

My grandchﬂdren had

: i fter
PPressio I ere allergies, but a
I?é‘f my back, and t Illlehl?f gegn lifteq f ," ;i;yer they are healed.
hewed my p °d has H so much for
the futupe Ope ang Vision fo || Thank you o
—in i r B ers. HoOw WO
of g healing andcglecﬁng being part { ‘! 352‘;; u?iizt the medical field
bry. My husban Verance minjg. ||

ig awakening to the power
of prayer!

Roger has been |
completely healed of
two brain Lumors.

S T




The Healing Line 10

with
Francis
MacNutt

Forum

Actually, I hardly pay attention anymore to the

fact that [ am praying in tongues because it seems

so simple and natural. That may sound like an
unusual answer, but let me try to explain.

My understanding of praying in tongues is that | am turn-
ing the prayer over to the Holy Spirit, who understands
the situation far better than [ do. Praying in tongues helps
me escape the limitations of my own lack of knowledge
of how best to pray for a person. In Paul’s letter to the
Romans, he writes: i

“The Spirit, too, comes to help us in our weak-
ness. For when we cannot choose words in order
to pray properly, the Spirit expresses our plea in a
way that could never be put into words, and God
who knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly
well what the Spirit means, and that the pleas of the
saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the
mind of God.” — Romans 8:26-27

Although Paul does not explicitly say in these
verses that he’s talking about praying in tongues,
he might very well be referring to the gift of
tongues. This certainly fits our experience. Of-
ten, | think prayer in tongues is better than if I try
to make up a prayer on my own in English. 1|
usually say a prayer in English, and then when
I've done the best | can, I continue in tongues.

[ first learned to do this when holding a healing
service in a Presbyterian church in Cali, Colombia.
A crowd of people formed at the front of the church,
all wanting prayer. Since I didn’t know Spanish, |
couldn’t pray in a language they could understand,
so it seemed a lot simpler just to pray in tongues.

The next day, | was amazed to find out what had hap-
pened. The people told the pastor that some had been
converted and come to the Lord for the first time, others
had been healed, and others had received all kinds of won-
derful blessings.

Another reason for praying in tongues during a healing
service is that it takes a great amount of energy to pray for
a large number of the sick. Once, in Phoenix, a high school
athlete who helped pray in a team said that it was more
exhausting than football practice!

So I find it much easier to pray in tongues. Making up
prayers in English for three hours is an exercise in intense
concentration. Add to that standing and perhaps holding
your arms out for hours while you pray, and I think you can

! /) A third reason I pray in tongues for healing is
)

T —— ok
—————

I’'ve noticed that often when you are praying for someone for healing, you
seem to be praying in tongues. Why do you do that?

see how praying in tongues is God’s way of really helping
us to survive physically during a healing session.

Some people believe that those Christians who manifest
these charisms see themselves as better than other Chris-
tians who don’t. On the contrary, the best way to see
these gifts, I think, is that they are God’s way to help us in
our areas of weakness. | need some of these gifts pre-
cisely because | am weak. | need the gifts of healing be-
cause | am sick — or because someone else is sick. And

I need the gift of tongues because so often | don’t know
how best to pray.

person (we call this “soaking prayer”). Pretty
soon, you run out of things to pray in English,
but you can pray for a long time in tongues —
say, for a tumor to shrink. Certainly, God hears
us the first time we pray, and we don’t have to
repeat our prayer endlessly in English to catch
God'’s attention.

So, what are we praying when we pray in tongues?
Usually, we don’t know, but on those occasions when
someone receives the gift of interpreting the
tongues, we find that the prayer is usually an amaz-

ingly precise prayer of petition for healing, or else
it’s a prayer of praise.
It also is heartening to occasionally hear that
someone listening to me pray in tongues for heal-
ing of a whole group (especially when singing a
prayer in tongues) actually hears the prayer in English —
or Spanish, or Greek, or some other language. This
amazes me because | hear the prayer, too, and I know it
is not in English!

If this intrigues you, | encourage you to read more about
it in a book like John Sherrill's They Speak in Other Tongues,
mentioned in the cover article of this month’s The Healing
Line (see our bookstore order form). What | have written
about here concerns only one aspect of the gift of tongues,
and that is in relation to healing. It has many other exten-
sive benefits, as in helping us to praise God. I believe that
there are many, perhaps most holy, Christians who do not
pray in tongues, but I also think it is a happy privilege and
blessing to be able to exercise this gift. It's one of the
blessings of baptism with the Holy Spirit.

And as Paul says, “I thank God that | speak in tongues
more than all of you....” (I Cor. 14:18).

\ because we often pray for a long time for a sick




11 <The Healing Line

Healing Through Praise and Worship

by Janis Lewis

We are a society that has come to a point of believing
only that which we can see, feel, hear and touch. When
there is a physical problem in our bodies, we are quick to
call the doctor and make an appointment. We expect the
doctor to tell us what is wrong and how to cure it. The
doctor then gives us a prescription with the recommended
dosage. We must be faithful to use the proper amount of
medicine for the correct amount of time in order to re-
ceive healing. We follow every detail exactly as the doctor
prescribes because we are able to see a person and hear
his instruction.

God is Jehovah Rapha, our healer, and yet we often do
not trust His promise to heal us because we cannot use
our senses to recognize Him. Doctors have degrees and
certificates, but God has His Word, which is packed full
with prescriptions and promises for our lives. It has every
answer to every problem we face. We simply have to step
into faith in order to receive His promises.

Faith works in the supernatural, not in the natural.
I Corinthians says that faith is the substance of things not
seen and the evidence of things not heard. God wants us
to have faith and trust Him for our healing.

One way to come into that place of trust and faith is
through praise and worship. God’s desire for us is that we
praise Him at all times. He yearns for His church to praise
Him, but so often we are too busy doing our own things.
God wants us to praise Him continually.

The definition of praise is to express admiration or ap-
proval. Praise is the act of extolling God for what He has

done and for what He is doing. As His children, we offer
Him our sacrifices of praise through Jesus (Heb. 13:15).
God yearns for His church to praise Him. Praise sets us in
an attitude to receive. Through praise, God allows His
children to tap into his presence, where we are able to
receive a multitude of His promises, one of which is His
promise of healing.

Worship is praising God for who He is without asking
questions or seeking answers. Worship is submis-
sion to God, and submission is re-
quired from us in order to come into
the Holy of Holies, where we can find
refuge, strength and healing.

Praise and worship are demonstra-
tions of our faith, and they also en-
courage faith within us, because they
require the spirit, soul and body to
come into alighment with God’s
Word. Through praise and worship,
we step into faith. And through our
faith, God’s healing Spirit is able to
work within us.

Janis Lewis has served with CHM for
almost two years. As Special Projects Coordinator, she over-
sees scheduling of prayer ministers and out-of-town clients, and
performs countless other administrative tasks that help keep CHM
running so smoothly. Truly blessed with the gifts of praise and
worship, Janis also leads praise and worship both at CHM and
her church.

Annual Therapists' Conference
"Healing of Sexual Addictions"

Thursday, November 13 — Saturday, November 15, 1997
at the Holiday Inn Airport
Dr. Patrick Carnes, a nationally known speaker, writer and clinical director
of the Program for Sexual Dependency and Sexual Trauma at Del Aimo
Hospital in Torrence, California.
Francis and Judith MacNutt

Speakers:

Please make your reservations early. For more information
and to register, contact Betty Heindel
at CHM, 904/765-3332.
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Prayer Ministry by appointment:
Monday through Friday
9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Tuesday Evening Prayer Ministry:
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
(no appointment required)
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