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In fact, such an
announcement has been a blessing
to me, when there are a thousand
people out there waiting for an
individual laying-on-of-hands and
the pastor takes the microphone to
announce: "It is the Lord who heals
- not the speakers - so just line up
in front of any of our twenty
healing teams, standing up front
here. It doesn't make any
difference where you go."

Humanly speaking I
welcome his announcement,
because then there will be others to
share the ministry.

And the first part of his
statement is certainly true: it is
Jesus who heals - not us.

And yet the next part
simply isn't true: it does make a
difference whom we approach for
healing prayer. Scripture, as well
as experience, bears this out. In
that famous passage in
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1 Corinthians 12 where Paul talks
about the gifts of the Spirit, he is
clearly dividing all the gifts up,
stating that some Christians have
one gift and some another.
Although we are touched by one
and the same Spirit, we and our
gifts are different. The Spirit of the
Lord is the one who heals, but we
are not used by the Spirit in the
same way nor to the same degree.

All this should make it clear
that, even though we desire the
prayers of every Christian when
we are sick, we especially covet the
prayers of those whom Jesus uses
in a special ministry of healing.
That's just common sense. Yet,
somehow in relation to healing
(and only to healing) do Christians
seem to make a special exception
and erase the human
instrumentality by saying, "It
doesn't make any difference; just
walk up to any team, as to the Lord
alone."

Strangely enough, healing
is the only spiritual gift where we
do this; we are inconsistent. For
example, the first of those gifts
listed by Paul is "inspired
preaching” (the "word of wisdom"
in some translations) and the next
is "inspired teaching" (the "word of
knowledge"). And yet I have never
heard anyone suggest that we can
pick any person out of the
bleachers during a crusade, put him
up on the platform in place of Billy
Graham - and that it won't make
any difference.

Inspired preaching is meant
to be God's own word for today,
coming through the preacher's
words. We all realize, however,
that since God's word is filtered
through our humanity, it is also
partly diluted by our inability to
hear God fully, by our lack of
spiritual vision, blurred by any
prejudices we may have, and
further weakened by any coldness
or lack of love in our hearts. Still,




what we aim for in our preaching is
total fidelity to God's word insofar
as we are able to understand and
speak God's word. Furthermore,
we all know, that it is ridiculous to
expect that each and every member
of a congregation should be able to
get up and preach with power and
effectiveness.

It should be equally clear
that the Holy Spirit gifts some
Christians with more of a healing
ministry than others - and that
admission doesn't take away from
God's glory any more than
admitting that some pastors give
more powerful sermons than do
others. Not only that, but Paul
talks about gifts of healing in the
plural, (1 Cor. 12:9) and our
experience confirms that, even in
the area of healing, there are a
variety of gifts: some people seem
specially gifted in praying for
certain ailments. I learned about
this from my elders in the healing
ministry who were honest enough
to share with me their apparent
failures: I was amazed to find one
friend who claimed almost 100%
success praying for homosexuals,
but had few results in praying for
cancer and arthritis (where I have

personally seen many sufferers
healed).

And just now, this week, I
read a remarkable confirmation of
how particular gifts of healing are
given to some individuals and
groups: the new English magazine
Healing and Wholeness contains an
article describing the healing of
Jennifer Larcombe of encephalitis,
followed by four testimonies of
other sufferers also healed of the
same disease. This magazine also
tells us about Mayday Ministries
(in Hampshire, England) where
several of these healings took
place. Jenny Elliott, the secretary
of this unusual ministry, adds: "To
date we have ministered to at least
12 people who have been totally
healed from this illness and have
resumed their normal lives. It
appears to be a special ministry
which the Lord has given us, for
which we praise him and give him
all the glory."

This matter - of - fact
statement reflects a healthy attitude:
we must learn to recognize and
acknowledge whatever gift Jesus
has given us (and then balance that
out by admitting the areas of

ministry where we may be
lacking). Then, we give God the
glory for whatever may happen
when we pray.

So, I am still glad when a

. pastor tells us not to play favorites

but to choose whatever line is the
shortest. The pastor's heart is
clearly in the right place: he wants
the glory to go to God. And I also
suspect that several of the teams
(who may be relatively unknown)
may have a greater healing ministry
that any of the better known
speakers.

But still, I understand when
I see that the speakers' lines are
longer than anyone else's.

Yet, if I had encephalitis I
would seek out some group like
Mayday Ministries (or its
equivalent, for any other ailment).

It's not paying undue
respect to persons. It's simply
following good scriptural advice.
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NOTE

We were able to take advantage of a one
time special sale by the publisher of the
hardback version of Praying for Your
Unborn Child. This enables us to offer
you this excellent book that normally

sells for $12.95 for only $9.95.

PRAYING FOR YOUR UNBORN CHILD by
Francis and Judith

Francis and Judith MacNutt,

“Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is
anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. Is any one of
you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over
him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And
the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the
Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous
man is powerful and effective.” James 5:13-16

[ PRAISE REPORT |

explain how parents can pray for their unborn children.
Includes a special section on praying for yourself, or
others, about any traumatic experiences that might have
occurred in the womb. This book makes a wonderful
gift to the newly married or those expecting a child.
Paperback #B107.....$7.95

Hardback #B048.....$9.95

Thank you for your prayers for Larry who had
pancreatic and liver cancer. He was given 6 months to 1 year to live
in January 1990. Since undergoing Chemotherapy he has made
tremendous progress. Attended his son’s wedding in Chicago &
works at his job. Now daoctors say growths cannot be detected by
CAT scan. One Doctor truly feels a miracle has been worked here.
(Larry’s diagnosis was the same as Michael Landon’s) Thank you so

much for your prayers.




[ NEW TAPE SET |

DELIVERANCE SEMINAR 8 Audio
tapes of an eight week seminar held at the
Healing Center in Jacksonville featuring
Francis and Judith MacNutt, Thomas
Wikstrom, Shloe Floerke-Flanagan, Norma
Dearing, Don Harvey, Pastor Leonard Love
and Pastor Leon Seymore. These tapes cover
all aspects for those interested in knowing
about or becoming involved in a deliverance
ministry. #A035......$40.00

THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTIONS FOR]

THE SPIRITUALLY OPPRESSED 8 audio tapes

of a conference held in Jacksonville, Nov. 1-3, 1991
featuring Francis and Judith MacNutt, Thomas
Wikstrom, Shloe Floerke-Flanagan and Betty
Brennan. These tapes contain wonderful teachings and
can be invaluable aids for those ministering to the
spiritually oppressed on either a professional or la

level. #A033......$40.0

Ashcroft. Honest talk about Jealousy, Anger, Sex,
Money, Food, Pride. Ashcroft encourages us to look
honestly at our temptations and to examine what each

TEMPTATIONS WOMEN FACE by Mary Ellen]|

HIS NEEDS, HER NEEDS Building An Affair-
proof Marriage by Willard F. Harley, Jr. Do you
know your own marital needs? Do you know the
needs of your spouse? The needs of men and women
are similar. But according to Dr. Harley, their
priorities are vastly different. Discover how
identifying and meeting your most important needs will
deepen your love and desire for each other. Protect
your marriage from affairs and divorce.

temptation reveals about ourselves. #B386...$12.95 #B389......$14.95
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CHM COMING EVENTS

[ DATE EVENT SPEAKERS LOCATION CONTACT
2113 to CHM’s Annual Francis & Judith Radisson Inn at the - CHM
2116192 Conference MacNutt, Leonard Jacksonville Airport 904-765-3332
Men Women and and Sandra LeSourd Jacksonville, FL
Healing
3/10/92 Centering Prayer Maria Santa-Maria All Saints Episcopal Church
Series Jacksonville, FL
3/12 to Healing Francis and Judith Diocese of West Missouri Curry Mills
3/15/92 MacNutt Kansas City, MO 913-642-4806
3/20 to Fishnet New Francis and Judith Parsipanny Hilton Hotel Rev. Rick Constantinos
3/22/92 Jersey Conference MacNutt 1 Hilton Ct. 201-347-1866
Parsipanny, NJ
4/2 to Healing Workshop Francis and Judith St. Barnabas Rev. Ian Stuchbery
4/5/92 Conference MacNutt Montreal, Canada 672-5560

BASIC COURSE ON INNER HEALING |

4130 to Basic Course on Francis and Judith Radisson Inn at the CHM
512192 Inner Healing MacNutt Jacksonville Airport 904-765-3332
L Jacksonville, L
5/7 to Non-denominational  Bishop David Pytches Grace Episcopal Church ERM
5/9/92 power ministry Mary Pytches, Prue and Old Saybrook, CT 303-674-9709
conference Richard Bedwell

The Pytches’ ministy, based in England, is known around the world. This is their only 1992 appearance in the Eastern United States.
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